MILL   ON  BENTHAM  AND   COLERIDGE

the imperfection of the human faculties, it seldom
happens that, even in the minds of eminent thinkers,
each partial view of their subject passes for its worth,
/and none for more than its worth. But even if this just
balance exist in the mind of the wiser teacher, it will
not exist in his disciples, less in the general mind. He
cannot prevent that which is new in his doctrine, and
on which, being new, he is forced to insist the most
strongly, from making a disproportionate impression.
The impetus necessary to overcome the obstacles
which resist all novelties of opinion, seldom fails to
carry the public mind almost as far on the contrary
side of the perpendicular. Thus every excess in either
direction determines a corresponding reaction; im-
provement consisting only in this, that the oscillation,
each time, departs rather less widely from the centre,
and an ever-increasing tendency is manifested to settle
finally in it.

Now the Germano-Coleridgian doctrine is, in our
view of the matter, the result of such a reaction. It
expresses the revolt of the human mind against the
philosophy of the eighteenth century. It is ontological,
because that was experimental; conservative, because
that was innovative; religious, because so much of that
was infidel; concrete and historical, because that was
abstract and metaphysical; poetical, because that was
matter-of-fact and prosaic. In every respect it flies off
in the contrary direction to its predecessor; yet faithful
to the general law of improvement last noticed, it is
less extreme in its opposition, it denies less of what
is true in the doctrine it wars against, than had
been the case in any previous philosophic reaction;
and in particular, far less than when the philo-
sophy of the eighteenth century triumphed, and so
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